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The Community of Ariane Cities 

 

The Community of Ariane Cities – CVA – was founded in 1998 and registered in France as a 

non-profit association, with the aim of strengthening 

the cooperation among cities and industrial 

organizations involved in the Ariane space 

transportation programmes, and informing citizens 

about the benefits of European space transportation 

activities and about French Guiana as the home to 

Europe’s Spaceport. 

Through the organization of joint programmes of 

technical, cultural, educational and outreach nature, 

CVA brings together and helps building longstanding 

relationships among citizens, and in particular among 

member city administrations, their universities, 

schools and industrial companies. 

Each city is usually represented by its local or regional 

administration, and by an industrial company. 

Programmes are decided through consensus of the members, who meet as Council of Mayors, 

the decision-making body chaired by a different city every one or two years. Programme 

implementation and daily operations are the responsibility of a Bureau and a General 

Delegation office. 

This final report summarizes the activities for the 10th anniversary celebration of the CVA and 

reports about impact in media and newspapers. A closer look is taken on the local impact in the 

participating cities.  

 

 

For changes and advice please contact the author: 

Jan Walter Schroeder 

CVA General Delegation 

c/o ESA 

8 – 10, rue Mario Nikis 

F-75738 Paris cedex 15 

cva[at]ariane-cities.com 
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Introduction  

As part of the commemoration of its 10th anniversary throughout the year 2008, the Community 

of Ariane Cities, has decided to bring together all its members in a virtual way on Thursday 9 

October, through the launching by school children of a total of 1000 model rockets. The project 

involved the design, construction and launch of about 50 mini-rockets by school kids in each 

member city. Kids were coached by their teachers for the design and construction of the model 

rockets, and shared the launch videos on the Internet at www.arianecities.viladecans.org. 

Dates and Facts 

Altogether 24 cities in 6 countries participated in the 10th anniversary activities: Augsburg, 

Barcelona, Bordeaux, Bremen, Cayenne, Charleroi, Kourou, Les Mureaux, Lampoldshausen / 

Hardthausen, Liege, Madrid, Ottobrunn/Taufkirchen, Toulouse, and Zürich. 

In addition, a number of non member cities decided to join in this initiative, and organized also 

model rocket launches with their school children: Darmstadt (Germany), Graz.(Austria), and the 

following cities in the Barcelona metropolitan area: Argentona, Castelldefels, Cerdanyola, Sant 

Esteve Sesrovires and Viladecans. The latter city collaborated also with the design and hosting 

of the dedicated website where the launch videos are visible since the launch day: 

http://arianecities.viladecans.org/   
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School children at primary or secondary levels from more the 100 schools, with their teachers 

and families were present and celebrated the event together with CVA members and partners 

from the local City Council and the Ariane industrial and research establishments. The amount 

of people that saw the CVA model rockets flying was about 5.000, counting the school children, 

parents, teachers, helpers and visitors together. Thanks to surprisingly good weather conditions 

in all the participating cities the event took place as it was planned. 

 

Webpage  

Together with the City of Viladecans, CVA developed a new webpage allowing participants to 

upload their videos of the construction of the model rockets and the launches. The webpage 

was also used as a platform for the children to exchange their experiences during the 

construction process. More than 200 children and teachers signed in and participated in the 

chat.  

 

 

After a functionality test, the CVA offered a moderated chat where Patrick Bombart, teacher in 

Charleroi, helped to moderate. In the second chat an experienced model rocket constructor from 

LEEM, a student organisation for research in microgravity in Spain, answered the questions of 

the pupils concerning model rockets. 
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Additionally, the website offered a forum where teachers could ask questions about model 

rocketry. 

 

World Space Week 

All participating cities were also part of the World Space Week, an annual observance held from 

October 4 to October 10 established by the United Nations General Assembly to be an 

international celebration of science and technology and their contribution to the betterment of 

the human condition. The CVA 10th anniversary operation was accepted as part of the World 

Space Week and is included in the annual report 2008 of the United Nations Office for Outer 

Space Affairs at www.worldspaceweek.org/annual_reports.html. 

 

REVA space training 

During the preparation for the 10th anniversary the CVA organised its first REVA Space training. 

35 teachers from CVA member cities joined to participate in a 3 day program at the Cité de 

l'Espace in Toulouse with bilingual courses in space transportation and microgravity. This event 

also had an important advantage for the organisation of the 10th anniversary celebration, as 13 

of these teachers later on participated also with their school classes in CVAs 10th anniversary. 

 

Partners 

The organisation of the 10th anniversary of the CVA was also supported by Planète Sciences, a 

well established science and technology education organisation in France. Planète Sciences 

helped the CVA in the procurement and mailing of the model rockets and related instruction and 

safety manuals to the participating schools. With its regional delegations in France, Belgium and 

Spain, Planète Sciences also helped with the preparation of the launch pads and enssured a 

safe operation of the launches. In some Spanish cities LEEM (Laboratory for Space and 

Microgravity Research) prepared and supervised the launches. The Fundació Ciutat de 

Viladecans supported CVA with their server capacities and created the webside for the CVA 

chat, the forum and the video upload possibility. 

Many other friends and partners helped in the preparation and the implementation of CVAs 

anniversary in all the member cities. Thanks to all of them the commemoration was a successful 

event. 

 

Impact on the participating cities  

 

Austria 

Graz 

Austria participated as the only non-member-country in the activities of the CVA. There is a high 

interest from both sides to see Graz become a member of the CVA. 
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The 9th of October at the Gymnasium BORG Monsbergergasse was also the "Science day” with 

other science related activities. 

The event was published in the biggest television channel ORF (Österreichischer Rundfunk). A 

press release can be found in the Appendix. Videos are available at 

www.arianecities.viladecans.org 

 

 

Belgium 

Charleroi 

The pupils from Charleroi were very active in the internet chat together with one of their teachers 

Patrick Bombart, a teacher from CECS La Garenne, who moderated the pre-launch chat. The 

pupils of Charleroi uploaded many videos, including those showing the construction of the model 

rockets. (Available at www.arianecities.viladecans.org) 

  

Liege 

The Mayor of Liege was holding the Presidency of the CVA’s Council of Mayors during the year 

2008, and in this capacity, his city hosted on the same day of the rocket launches, a meeting of 

the Council of Majors. Council participants could therefore, on 9th October, witness the launches 

on Esplanade Roi Albert (Ile Monsin) where they joined the school classes of the General 

secondary school Athénée Léonie de Waha and the Ecoles Communales Liégeoises (ECI, 

ECCSA, ITP, IT, Arts et Métiers). About 300 people watched the model rocket launches. The 

local television as well as the local newspapers reported about this celebration in Liege. Video 

link: http://arianecities.viladecans.org 
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France 

Toulouse 

Cité de l’Espace invited a school class of the École Guillaumet to construct the model rockets in 

situ. An experienced member of Planete Sciences in Toulouse supported the kids with the 

construction and the preparation of the launches. The Deputy Mayor of Toulouse, Mr. Thierry 

Cotelle was present. Two local newspapers reported about CVAs 10th anniversary. Videos are 

available at www.arianecities.viladecans.org 

 

Les Mureaux 

Model rockets were constructed at the Lycée François Villon but unfortunately could not be 

launched on 9th October for technical reasons. The City plans to reschedule a launch day in 

2009.  
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Bordeaux 

The two CVA members in Bordeaux, namely Communauté Urbaine de Bordeaux and Snecma 

Propulsion Solide, together with ’Association Jeunesse Sciences Espace Passion (AJSEP) and 

Cap Sciences joined their efforts in an educational activity for school kids aged 8 to16 years. 

More than 100 school kids constructed and decorated model rockets and launched some of 

them together with specialists from Planète Sciences. A press release can be found in the 

Appendix. Video link: http://arianecities.viladecans.org 

 

French Guiana 

Cayenne & Kourou 

Youngsters from Cayenne & Kourou constructed their model rockets in French-Guiana. With the 

probably best weather conditions the model rockets where launched from the Guiana Space 

Centre, Europe’s Spaceport helped by coaches from the Space Centre. See the Video link: 

http://arianecities.viladecans.org 
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Germany 

Augsburg  

The launches in Augsburg took place in the Rudolf-Diesel-Gymnasium together with classes 

from three other schools in Augsburg. Altogether about 500 persons participated. Video link: 

http://arianecities.viladecans.org 

 

 

Bremen 

The launches in Bremen took place on the foot ball field of Fährer Flur in Bremen-Vegesack. 

Students from Gymnasium Vegesack and the Ökumenisches Gymnasium came with their self 
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constructed model rockets and launched them. Industry and city representatives also watched 

the spectacular event. A press release can be found in the Appendix. Video link: 

http://arianecities.viladecans.org 

 

 

Darmstadt 

The Lichtenbergschule in Darmstadt had to postpone the launches to the end of December. The 

rockets are constructed and ready to take off. 

 

Ottobrunn /Taufkirchen 

Ottobrunn as well as Taufkirchen launched model rockets with 2 high schoold in the cities on a 

big football field. Video link: http://arianecities.viladecans.org 

 

Lampoldshausen/Hardthausen 

The pupils of the Eduard- Mörike Gymnasium launched their model rockets representing 

Lampoldshausen and Hardthausen on a football field close to Neuenstadt. Video link: 

http://arianecities.viladecans.org 

 

Spain 

Argentona 

Argentona organised a very nice space exhibition in their town and had an exciting program 

before the launches.  
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The program included the following activities: Space questionnaire, planet description, space 

games, pictures, self made models of rockets and satellite out of paper and plastic, reception at 

the City Hall with posters and space models. A special in Argentona was also the involvement of 

a bakery that prepared special breads in the form of a rocket. Videos are available at 

www.arianecities.viladecans.org 

 

 

 

Barcelona 

The event in Barcelona took place in Cosmocaixa, which is a well known science museum in the 

city. Finally about 300 school kids from 8 different schools attended to the event and launched 

their mini rockets. 3 television stations followed the activities and interviewed the pupils and their 

teachers. Different newspaper from Barcelona and a radio stations reported about the event. 

Videos are available at www.arianecities.viladecans.org 
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Castelldefels 

On the Campus of Baix Llobregat of the Technical University of Catalonia (UPC) in 

Castelldefels, youngsters met to celebrate the 10th anniversary. Besides the construction and 

launch of model rockets and water rockets, the UPC also offered the possibility to use a flight 

simulator. Different speakers informed the audience about space related topics. Many school 

centres of Castelldefells participated in this event. Videolink: http://arianecities.viladecans.org/ 

 

Cerdanyola 

The IES Forat del Vent high school and the City of Cerdanyola celebrated together in the Camp 

Esportiu Fontetes. After a presentation about the European space activities the kids of 

Cerdanyola launched their model rockets. Videolink: http://arianecities.viladecans.org/ 
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Madrid 

Madrid celebrated CVAs 10th anniversary in a big amphitheatre next to the Planetarium in 

Madrid. Approximately 1000 people watched the spectacular event.  

 

The event was supported by LEEM (Laboratory for Space and Microgravity Research). A press 

release can be found in the Appendix. Videos are available at www.arianecities.viladecans.org 

 

Sant Esteve Sesrovires 

Even though Sants Esteve was the last city who decided to join CVAs 10th anniversary, they 

had very successful launches at the high school “IES de Sant Esteve Sesrovires”. Videos are 

available at www.arianecities.viladecans.org 

 

Viladecans 

More than 400 school kids from different school centres constructed and launched their rockets 

on a football field in Viladecans the 9th of October. The school teachers had followed a special 

training delivered by the Aerospace Research and Technology Centre (CTAE). In the evening, 

representatives of the city hall and industries met at CTAE and discussed about space 

transportation. Participants and organisers were glad about the successful happening of this 

event in Viladecans. 

The city hall of Viladecans and the Fundació Ciutat de Viladecans provided crucial help to the 

whole operation, by designing and operating the 10th anniversary webpage. Videolink: 

http://arianecities.viladecans.org/ 

 

Swizerland 

Zurich 

A school class from the Lycée Français Marie Curie was invited to visit Oerlikon Space, CVA’s 

industrial member in Zurich.  



Report, Last update: 04/12/2008              Page 14 of 22 
�

 

Before they launched the rockets, school kids had the possibility to admire the Oerlikon Space 

facilities where the Ariane fairings are designed and manufactured. A press release can be 

found in the Appendix. Videos are available at www.arianecities.viladecans.org 
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Outlook: CVA rocket day 

 

Because of the successful happening of this event the CVA is thinking about a similar operation 

in a yearly or 2-years rhythm that would also involve the construction and launch of model 

rockets in the CVA member cities. 

The following cities already expressed their interest in taking 

part in another CVA rocket event: 

Toulouse, Bremen, Barcelona, Lampoldshausen, Graz, 

Augsburg, Taufkirchen, Ottobrunn, Zurich 

A possible scenario for this celebration could be a rocket day 

similar to one that took place in 2008 but more flexible in time. 

A proper schedule could be the 7th of October +/- 3 days to 

participate with the event in the World Space Week. The CVA 

will inform the members in case the CVA Council of Mayors 

decides to repeat the activity. 
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Appendix 

 

Bordeaux 
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Liege 
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Liege 
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Bremen
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Graz
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Hardthausen
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Madrid 

 

 

 


